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This popular classic is a must for all Muslim children, parents, and teachers. It covers the lives

of the Prophets, faith, prayer, fasting, charity, pilgrimage, morals, and manners. Learning by

doing is emphasized, with plenty of fun things to do for kids 6-12 years: picture puzzles,

crossword puzzles, games, coloring, and crafts, making learning about Islam enjoyable and

educational. Originally published in Germany, it has already been used successfully in both

Muslim homes and weekend classes. The English version has been revised and carries new

illustrations.Ahmad Von Denffer was born in Germany in 1949. He studied Islamics and Social

Anthropology at the Universty of Mainz, where he also attended additional courses in the

Department of Missiology. His special interests include Christian-Muslim relations. He has

made a number of contributions to scholarly journals and has several publications to his credit.

He joined the Islamic Foundation as Research Fellow in 1978 and is presently working with the

Islamic Centre, Munich. 
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In the Name of Allah, the Merciful, the Mercy-Giving.To Simah, Sulaiman and all other Muslim

Children
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ForewordHere is a new series of books, but with a difference, for children of all ages. Published

by the Islamic Foundation, the Muslim Children’s Library has been produced to provide young

people with something they cannot perhaps find anywhere else.Most of today’s children’s

books aim only to entertain and inform or to teach some necessary skills, but not to develop

the inner and moral resources. Entertainment and skills by themselves impart nothing of value

to life unless a child is also helped to discover deeper meaning in himself and the world around

him. Yet there is no place in them for God, who alone gives meaning to life and the universe,

nor for the divine guidance brought by His prophets, following which can alone ensure an

integrated development of the total personality.Such books, in fact, rob young people of access

to true knowledge. They give them no unchanging standards of right and wrong, nor any

incentives to live by what is right and refrain from what is wrong. The result is that all too often

the young enter adult life in a state of social alienation and bewilderment, unable to cope with

the seemingly unlimited choices of the world around them. The situation is especially

devastating for the Muslim child as he may grow up cut off from his culture and values.The

Muslim Children’s Library aspires to remedy this deficiency by showing children the deeper

meaning of life and the world around them; by pointing them along paths leading to an



integrated development of all aspects of their personality; by helping to give them the capacity

to cope with the complexities of their world, both personal and social; by opening vistas into a

world extending far beyond this life; and, to a Muslim child especially, by providing a fresh and

strong faith, a dynamic commitment, an indelible sense of identity, a throbbing yearning and an

urge to struggle, all rooted in Islam.The books aim to help a child anchor his development on

the rock of divine guidance, and to understand himself and relate to himself and others in just

and meaningful ways. They relate directly to his soul and intellect, to his emotions and

imagination, to his motives and desires, to his anxieties and hopes — indeed, to every aspect

of his fragile, but potentially rich personality. At the same time it is recognised that for a book to

hold a child’s attention, he must enjoy reading it; it should therefore arouse his curiosity and

entertain him as well. The style, the language, the illustrations and the production of the books

are all geared to this goal. They provide moral education, but not through sermons or ethical

abstractions.Although these books are based entirely on Islamic teachings and the vast Muslim

heritage, they should be of equal interest and value to all children, whatever their country or

creed; for Islam is a universal religion, the natural path.Adults, too, may find much of use in

them. In particular, Muslim parents and teachers will find that they provide what they have for

so long been so badly needing. The books will include texts on the Qur’an, the Sunnah and

other basic sources and teachings of Islam, as well as history, stories and anecdotes for

supplementary reading. Each book will cater for a particular age group, classified into five: pre-

school, 5-8 years, 8-11, 11-14 and 14-17.We invite parents and teachers to use these books in

homes and classrooms, at breakfast table and bedside and encourage children to derive

maximum benefit from them. At the same time their greatly valued observations and

suggestions are highly welcome.To the young reader we say: you hold in your hands books

which may be entirely different from those you have been reading till now, but we sincerely

hope you will enjoy them; try, through these books, to understand youself, your life, your

experiences and the universe around you. They will open before your eyes new paths and

models in life that you will be curious to explore and find exciting and rewarding to follow. May

God be with you forever.And may He bless with His mercy and acceptance our humble

contribution to the urgent and gigantic task of producing books for a new generation of people,

a task which we have undertaken in all humility and hope.M. Manazir AhsanDirector General

PART IIMANAL-FATIHABismi-llahi-r-rahmani-r-rahimAl-hamdu lillahi rabbi-l-alaminAr-rahmani-r-

rahimMaliki yaumi-d-dinlyyaka na’budu wa iyyaka nasta‘inIhdina-s-sirata-l-mustaqimSirata-

ladhina an‘amta ‘alaihimGhairi-l-maghdubi ’alaihim wa la-d-dalinAL-FATIHAIn the Name of

Allah, the Merciful, the Mercy-giving.Praise be to Allah, Lord of the WorldsThe Merciful, the

Mercy-givingMaster of the Day of Judgement.You alone we worship, and You alone we ask for

help.Guide us along the straight path, the path of those whom you have favoured not those

who earn your anger nor those who go astray.

1. Muhammad(peace and blessings be upon him)Muhammad was an orphan. His father had

died before Muhammad was born and his mother died while he was still very young. This was

why Muhammad was brought-up first by his grandfather, Abdul Mutallib, and later by his uncle,

Abu Talib. Both of them loved the orphaned Muhammad very much, and both devoted a lot of

care to him. When he was big and strong enough to work, Muhammad tended sheep on the

outskirts of Makka, the town where he lived.Muhammad was still a boy when he worked as a

shepherd. Later, when he grew into a young man, Muhammad’s uncle, Abu Talib, used to take

him along on his trading journeys. Makkans like Abu Talib were merchants and the journeys



they made were very long. Their camels brought many different goods into Makka. This was a

very good and exciting experience for Muhammad and when he grew older he was able to lead

the caravans on his own.In Makka there lived a wealthy widow whose name was Khadija. She

owned trade caravans and employed Muhammad to lead them for her. Khadija had made a

very wise choice, for Muhammad was a good honest tradesman and a very successful one.

Later on, Muhammad and Khadija were married and settled down with their children to lead a

happy and peaceful life in Makka.As the years passed and Muhammad grew older, he began

to think deeply about many things. Although his own family life was very happy, several

problems worried him. Muhammad often wandered by the mountains outside Makka and here,

in a cave in Mount Hira, he used to sit and think in peace and solitude: I wonder how it

happened that I, who was once an orphan, am now such a rich man, Muhammad thought, I

have a good wife and loving children, and yet I am still not entirely happy.Muhammad knew

very well why this was so, for he had long been troubled by the situation that existed in Makka:

They don’t help the poor. They do not bother about caring for orphans or nursing the sick back

to health. People in Makka seem to be interested only in having a lot of money and when they

have that, they want even more! These thoughts troubled Muhammad for many years.Then

one day, when he was forty years old, Muhammad was in the cave on Mount Hira, and an

Angel appeared before him. The Angel, whose name was Gabriel, said to Muhammad: “Read

in the name of your Lord who has created everything, who has created man from a clot of

blood.”At once, Muhammad knew what this meant. He should go to Makka and tell the people:

Allah has created Man. Allah has created all the things that Man needs to live. Therefore Man

should be grateful to Allah. He should pray only unto Allah and obey only Him. It is Allah’s will

that the poor and the sick should be cared for, and that people should strive with all their might

to do good and lead honourable lives. After death, such people will be richly rewarded for their

efforts. But those who purposely do evil will receive terrible punishment, unless they are

sincerely sorry for what they have done and ask Allah to forgive them.At first, Muhammad was

very disturbed, for he had never seen an Angel before. But even so, he realized that the Angel

had given him answers to the many questions which had been troubling him. For some time

Muhammad had been wondering who it was who had been helping him; now he knew: it was

Allah. He wondered why the people of Makka were greedy and mean to the poor; now he knew

why: it was because they disobeyed Allah. Allah created Man and all that is in this world, so

Man must be obedient to Allah alone.When Muhammad returned to the city, he told his wife

Khadija all that had happened, and all the Angel Gabriel had said. “Allah will never disgrace

you,” Khadija told her husband, “for you do many good things. You keep families together. You

bear the burden of the weak, you assist the poor and the needy, you entertain the guests and

endure hardships in the path of truthfulness.”Muhammad was very happy that his wife, like

himself, believed and trusted in Allah. He began telling his friends of the Angel Gabriel, and

what the Angel had said to him. At first, though, only a few people paid attention to what

Muhammad said. Most of them just ignored him, for they were far too busy making money, and

had no time or inclination to think about Allah.During this time, and afterwards, the Angel

Gabriel continued to appear before Muhammad and always reminded him of the same thing.

Muhammad had been chosen as Allah’s Prophet, and it was his task to go and tell the people

to do good and to worship no other god but Allah. Muhammad must also tell them to spend

their money on helping poor people who had too little money themselves.At last, Muhammad

began approaching the people of Makka. He chose beautiful words to tell them of Allah’s

wishes, hoping that by this means, he would appeal to them: When you have enough to eat

and there is a poor man who is hungry, then you must give him some of your food to eat and



some of your clothing to wear. The sick must be nursed and the orphans must be cared for. If

you do all these things, as Allah wishes, you will be rewarded. But if you refuse, Muhammad

warned, you will be punished very severely.

30 days of learning and good deeds: (Islamic books for kids) (30 Days of Islamic Learning |

Ramadan books for kids Book 1), Tell me more about Ramadan: (Islamic books for kids)

Obaida, “Good read for my son. My 8 year old loved it and is looking for more books on the

prophets.”

Rocky, “Great book!. This is a great book. I bought it for my kids and they have enjoyed it very

much. It's full of a lot of information. Great learning for young children.”

Rashidah Abdullah, “Four Stars. Very informative”

aisha begum, “highly recommended. Read this as a child and now reading to my children.

Lovely introduction to the main tenets of Islam”

nilfaa, “Islamic teaching. This book is really good and very easy to understand,”

ilovetea, “Four Stars. good content.”

The book has a rating of  5 out of 4.8. 22 people have provided feedback.
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